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CORPS JOINING INSTRUCTIONS

1.
Congratulations on your decision to become a member of the Royal Canadian Army Cadets. I am sure that you will find the program a very challenging and rewarding one.

2.
This package includes an overview of the program as well as specific information about this Cadet Corps. Also there is information about the enrolment process.

3.
A comprehensive training program has been designed to provide a variety of interesting activities. These include Wednesday night training, weekend exercises and the opportunity to attend summer courses.

4.
If you or your parents have any questions, please feel free to contact myself or any member of my staff.

M.N. Symons
Captain

Commanding Officer
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Vision and Objectives

The aim of the Cadet Program is to:


Develop leadership and good citizenship 


Promote physical fitness 


Stimulate an interest in the three elements of the Canadian Forces 

Cadets Canada is the largest federally sponsored youth program in Canada. It is a national program for young Canadians ages 12 to 18 who are interested in participating in a variety of challenging and rewarding activities, and learning more about the Canadian Forces. There is no cost to join!

Cadets are encouraged to become active, responsible members of their communities. They learn valuable life and work skills like teamwork, leadership, and citizenship. Cadets also reap the personal benefits of increased self‑confidence and physical fitness, learning how to take initiative, and how to make decisions. Cadets make valuable contributions to Canadian society on a daily basis in terms of environmental, citizenship and community activities.

"Many people think of Cadets as preparation for a career in the military, but it is really about preparing for life; about developing the skills, the qualities and the confidence that will allow these young people to prosper and contribute to the Canada of tomorrow."



‑  the Honourable Art Eggleton, Former Minister of National Defence

Cadets are not part of the Canadian Forces, nor is there any expectation for them to join the military.

Army Cadets

Adventure training is one of the many ways that Army Cadets remains a challenging program. Through active outdoor pursuits like trekking, canoeing, rock climbing and survival training, Army cadets gain valuable life skills, knowledge of themselves and an awareness of their environment. Army cadets also learn about army traditions and participate in a variety of national and international expeditions that focus on adventure training, like white water rafting, horseback riding, and voyageur canoeing.

Each year Army Cadet Adventure Expeditions involving hundreds of cadets are conducted across Canada and abroad in places like Iceland, Morooco, Australia and Mexico. 

Cadets meet one evening a week and on some weekends. There are courses and activities that are mandatory but approximately a third of the program is classed as optional ‑ allowing units to tailor their training to available resources and local interests.

The program is also divided according to its training period:

Local training ‑ Cadets participate in training on a weekly basis during the regular school year (Sept ‑ June) on an average of one night a week, plus weekend training and optional training depending on their interests. 

Summer training ‑ There are a total of 28 Cadet Summer Training Centres (CSTC) from coast to coast in Canada. Approximately 21,000 course cadets receive training and 2,500 staff cadets are employed each summer in the 28 CSTCs and abroad on cultural and training exchanges.

Local Training
Army Cadet training is divided into four star levels. Upon completion of the four levels, army cadets take part in the National Star Certification Exam (NSCE) which tests their practical and theoretical knowledge, as well as their ability to be good instructors.


Green Star ‑ 1st year training. The basics are taught and the youth learns what it is like to be a cadet: Bushcraft, Citizenship, Drill, Fundamental Training, Leadership, Marksmanship, Public Speaking and Map & Compass 


Red Star ‑ The cadet adds to their basic knowledge by continuing the courses of Green Star. The cadet also completes First Aid training. 


Silver Star ‑ The cadet has mastered the basics and takes on more responsibility. The cadet starts to concentrate on their leadership skills and learns how to teach cadets everything he or she has learned. 


Gold Star ‑ This is the last star level. The cadet perfects their instructional abilities and moves into a leadership role at the cadet corps.

Marksmanship
Marskmanship is one of the most popular cadet training activities. Cadet marksmanship had its roots in familiarization training with the Canadian Forces. Its current focus however, is on marksmanship as a recreational sport for youth.

Self‑confidence, acceptance of responsibility, and sports etiquette are just some of the life skills acquired from the training. A healthy respect for firearms, the development of proficient use of rifles for sport and recreational purposes, and an improvement in self‑discipline are additional benefits.

Cadets train using air rifles that are not classified as firearms under current federal gun legislation. The marksmanship program has been specifically designed for youth and is based on Olympic style competition with an emphasis on safe handling and care of firearms. A limited number of cadets also may fire smallbore and largebore rifles.

Marksmanship is a mandatory program for all cadets (ages 12 to 18) across the country. Rifles and pellets, portable ranges, targets, and travel to provincial / territorial and national competitions are all funded by the Canadian Forces.

Throughout the year, cadets participate in a series of competitions at the local level that culminate in zone and territorial/provincial competitions and the annual National Cadet Marksmanship Championship.

Also, marksmanship activities are present at all the various Cadet Summer Training Centres and some courses are aimed specifically towards this program. 

Many former cadets have gone on to success in international events after graduating from the Cadet Program. Patrick Vamplew, Michael Ashcroft and Jean‑Franççois Séénéécal are former cadets who have represented Canada at the Olympics.

Summer Training
Army Cadets may attend summer course ranging from two to six weeks.

In addition to expeditions, senior army cadets can participate in international exchanges.

Exchanges
International Exchanges
Whether hiking in Scotland, canoeing in Sweden or orienteering in Germany, international exchanges introduce senior Cadets to new cultures and unique outdoor training opportunities.

Every summer, selected Sea, Army and Air Cadets participate in exchanges that take them to exotic destinations around the globe, including: Australia, Belgium, Belize, Bermuda, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Italy, Japan, Netherlands, Norway, Scotland, Singapore, South Korea, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom, United States and Wales.

The exchange experience achieves many goals at the heart of the Cadet Program by:


developing personal and leadership skills 


providing advanced training opportunities 


encouraging citizenship, physical fitness and self‑confidence 


developing knowledge, interest and respect for different cultures 


promoting international goodwill and friendship amongst Cadets around the world 


rewarding Cadet performance and excellence 


preparing senior Cadets for leadership at the cadet corps and employment as Staff Cadets .

Exchange Cadets are selected from across Canada based on their excellence in performance, fitness and involvement in Cadet activities. Members of the Cadet Instructors Cadre lead the trips.

Ultimately, international exchanges are a great investment in youth and a once‑in‑a‑lifetime adventure for Canada’s Cadets!

Inter‑provincial Exchanges
The goals of the Inter‑provincial Exchange Program are to:


Encourage cadets to learn about Canadians of other cultures through travel, and 


Promote active living through sport.

This allows cadets to appreciate diversity, to identify with other youth from across the country and to develop an understanding of cultures different from their own.

Selected cadet corps from across Canada are paired together either to host cadets from another area or to be hosted themselves.

In 2001‑2002 school year, over 5 000 cadets from 130 cadet corps and squadrons participated in this program. This program was first instituted in 1998 as a part of the federal government’s Youth Initiative.

Rewards
One of the reasons that youth participate in the Cadet Program is because of the rewards. The trophies and plaques often represent the deeper personal satisfaction they get :


sense of accomplishment 


recognition from their peers and mentors 


once‑in‑a‑lifetime experiences 


life‑long friends 


a chance to showcase their talents and maturity 


self‑confidence, self‑discipline, self‑esteem and increased self‑awareness 


community involvement

Cadets also get other rewards out of the program:


lots of FUN activities 


chance to travel nationally and internationally 


summer employment 


scholarships and bursaries 


school credits for participation 


the learning of new skills

Cadet leaders encourage all cadets to incorporate these goals into their daily lives. The Cadet Program has succeeded in producing responsible, active and engaged members of society when cadets embrace these important principles into their lives.

Cadets and their leaders also commit to attaining the program's core values:


Loyalty ‑ the expression of our dedication to the ideals of the Cadet Movement and all its members 


Professionalism ‑ the accomplishment of our tasks with pride and diligence 



Mutual Respect ‑ the treatment of others with dignity and equality 


Integrity ‑ the courage and commitment to exemplify trust, sincerity and honesty

Specific Corps Information
GENERAL
This publication has been developed to provide initial information to parents/guardians of recruits and to assist in the initial documentation required to enroll in the Cadet Corps. You may find it useful to retain this publication for future reference.

LOCATION
2833 Oxford Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps is located at Branch 55 The Royal Canadian Legion, 576 Brant Street in Woodstock.

Classrooms are located within the Legion building. The Administration, Supply and Training sections, as well as the office of the Commanding Officer are located in our building in the west parking lot of the Legion.

COMMUNICATIONS
Correspondence may be forwarded to the Corps at the following address:


Commanding Officer


2833 Oxford RC(Army)CC


P.O. Box 1729, Stn Main

Woodstock, Ontario


N4S 0B1
Our telephone number is 519-539‑2833.

Our email address is 2833army@cadets.gc.ca.
CADET UNIFORM
All cadets will be issued, free of charge, a complete Canadian Forces Cadet Uniform. The initial issue of the uniform to recruits should occur within the first four weeks of training.

After a period of time all cadets will be issued, free of charge, a Combat Uniform to be worn on weekend exercises and some Wednesday evenings. Until this is issued, coveralls will be loaned to the cadets for weekend exercises. 

The Corps Supply section will attempt to issue clothing which best fits the cadet. Sometimes this is not always possible and any alterations, e.g. shortening or lengthening of pants, are the responsibility of the cadet.

All items of clothing should have the cadet's name placed in or on it. This may be done by writing, with indelible ink, on an inside label not visible from the outside. Also, labels may be sewn in or iron‑on labels may be used.

Cadets and their parents/guardians are responsible for all items that they are issued and are required to return all items when they leave the Cadet Corps. Any loss of kit should be reported immediately so that re‑issue and other action may occur as soon as possible. In some cases of loss, through carelessness or negligence, you may be asked to pay for the item.

DISCIPLINE
Cadets are subject to Corps regulations and discipline as set out by the Commanding Officer. The discipline will be fair, but, will also reflect the military atmosphere the cadet has joined.

HAIRCUTS
In order to conform with cadet regulations, all personnel are required to wear their hair in a neat military fashion. Details of the length for both male and female cadets will be made available.

SOCIAL INSURANCE NUMBERS
All cadets are encouraged to obtain a Social Insurance Number. The application process is simple and can be obtained through the Service Canada website.
FINANCIAL
There is no entry fee or weekly dues to be paid at the Cadet Corps.

There is no charge for extra training and all food and equipment is supplied.

Cadets attending a summer course may receive a $60.00 per week training bonus.

Periodically, the cadets are given the opportunity to purchase items such as T‑shirts, etc. The cadets are not required to purchase this and it is entirely voluntary if they do so. If you have any questions regarding matters like this please do not hesitate to contact the staff.

VISITORS
Parents are welcome to come and visit the Cadet Corps and to meet the staff. We will try to give you more information about Army Cadets and a tour of the training. We request that you come to the Cadet Building.

TRAINING
A calendar of events for the year is issued at the start of the training year. This lists all of the Corps exercises and extra activities. A copy will be issued to each cadet. If you do not receive one, additional copies are available at the office. While the calendar is as complete as possible, we sometimes have to make amendments to it, adding, deleting or re‑scheduling activities. We will try to give as much notice as possible. Should you have any questions or concerns please contact us.

The cadets will be told what items to bring with them for weekend exercises. Eventually the cadets will all be outfitted in the Combat Uniform. In addition to this the cadets should normally bring: warm clothing such as a jacket, gloves, sweater, etc; to be worn with the Corps Combat Uniform or coveralls; one change of clothing in case you get wet; and a washing kit.

Most of the Corps exercises are conducted locally, e.g. Drumbo or Avon. 

All training is conducted under adult supervision. On weekend exercises, when sleeping overnight, both male and female adults will be present.

Regular training is conducted on Wednesday evenings between 1830 hrs and 2130 hrs. This training is mandatory. If you are unable to attend one evening due to homework, illness, etc, you are required to telephone the office between 1815 hrs and 1830 hrs to notify us.

You are expected to attend as many regular training nights and other activities as possible. This will contribute significantly to your overall cadet training and are an integral part of the program. Naturally your level of enjoyment will increase as well. Attendance expectations will be provided to you.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Additional information can also be obtained on the following web sites:


Cadets Canada




www.cadets.ca 

2833 Oxford RC(Army)CC Website

www.woodstockarmycadets.ca

Army Cadet League of Canada (Ontario)
www.armycadetleague.on.ca

Army Cadet League of Canada

www.armycadetleague.ca
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is the purpose of Cadets? 

Cadets form a national organization whose purpose is to develop in youth the attributes of leadership, engaged and active citizenship and physical fitness, all within a safe environment that stimulates an interest in the Canadian Forces. 

Why should I join Cadets? 
Cadets offer you challenges, friendship and adventure! It’s an opportunity to expand your own horizons, contribute to your community and make friends for life. Many former Cadets credit their participation in the program with giving them a head‑start toward their successful careers. Did you know that astronaut Chris Hadfield, Olympic biathlon gold medallist Myriam Bédard and actor Jim Carrey were all Cadets in their teens?

What do Cadets do? 

Cadets are teenagers like you who take part in activities at a Cadet Corps within their local community. These activities are designed to help you to become more self‑confident, to develop your leadership skills, to improve your physical fitness and communication skills, and to teach you self‑discipline through challenging training. 

When do Cadets meet? 

Cadets usually meet once a week and some weekends throughout the school year. 

Will Cadet training affect my schoolwork? 
Education is very important to Cadets. Cadet training is a hands‑on, activity‑based program that should complement your school studies. In fact, some provincial and territorial education boards accept Cadet subjects for school credits. As well, there are several scholarships available through Cadets. 

How old do I have to be to join Cadets? 

You can join as soon as you have reached your twelfth birthday and you can remain until you turn 19. 

What do I need to join? 

All you need to join is an interest in the program and your parent’s/guardian's permission. You also have to be willing to attend regular meetings. 

What does it cost to join? 
NOTHING. This program is free!!!
Do I have to buy my own uniform? 

No. The Canadian Forces loan complete uniforms to Cadets. In return, Cadets are expected to take good care of their uniform. 

If I don’t pay to join Cadets, then who pays? 

The major partners in the Cadet Program are the Department of National Defence, the Navy League of Canada, the Army Cadet League of Canada and the Air Cadet League of Canada (all civilian non‑profit corporations.) These organizations work together to provide the facilities and material required to operate each Cadet Corps and Squadron. Though there is no cost to participate in the program, the help of parents is welcome at cadets corps and squadrons 

What will I do at weekly meetings? 
Some of the activities you can expect at your unit include ceremonial drill, first aid, sports, and citizenship events that support your community. Many Corps and Squadrons have a music program. Occasional weekend activities include sailing, camping and marksmanship. There will also be plenty of time to have fun and make new friends! 

What about summer training? 

For those interested, Cadets have summer camps located across Canada. Cadets can go to camp for two to eight weeks on a variety of courses. Each camp offers a unique mixture of outdoor activities and valuable instruction. Attendance at Cadet Summer Camps is free. The Canadian Forces provide all transportation, meals, lodging and special equipment. Every Cadet attending summer camp receives a training allowance; Cadets in staff positions at camp receive a salary. 

What do I do during summer training? 

Courses offered at Sea Cadet summer training centers include training in leadership, instructional techniques, music, marksmanship, sailing, aerospace studies, ceremonial drill, marine engineering, medical assistance, physical education, environmental stewardship, computer skills, and citizenship. Top Cadets may take part in the National Sea Cadet Regatta, or they may receive training onboard a Tall Ship, a Canadian Navy ship or a Canadian Coast Guard vessel. Courses offered at Army Cadet summer training centers include training in leadership, instructional techniques, music, marksmanship, summer biathlon, aerospace studies, map & compass, camping and adventure activities, ceremonial drill, physical education, computer skills, and citizenship. Advanced courses include training in leadership, rock climbing, kayaking, Voyageur Canoe trips, trekking, marksmanship, music and the military Basic Parachutist Course. Courses offered at Air Cadet summer training centers include training in leadership, instructional techniques, music, marksmanship, flying, navigation, meteorology, air traffic control, ceremonial drill, physical education, computer skills, survival training, aerospace studies and citizenship. Advanced Cadets can qualify for glider scholarships and powered flight scholarships. 

Are there travel opportunities? 

Definitely! For summer training, Cadets travel to one of 28 Summer Camps located in different parts of Canada. In addition, selected Cadets go on exchange trips to countries such as the United Kingdom, Hong Kong, Bermuda, Japan, Sweden, South Korea, the Netherlands, France, Germany, Norway, Sweden, Scotland, Wales, Italy, Australia, Singapore, Turkey, the United States and Belgium under an international exchange program. Exchange Cadets are selected on their high standards in performance, fitness and involvement in Cadet activities. 

Who instructs Cadets? 

Cadets learn from members of the Cadet Instructors Cadre, officers who are specially trained to instruct and supervise youth. In some cases, civilian volunteers who possess special skills are called in to assist Cadet Instructors. Both the Cadet Instructors and civilian volunteers have chosen to dedicate their valuable time to helping Cadets reach their potential. 

Will I be expected to join the Canadian Forces? 

No. Cadets make absolutely no commitments regarding future military service, and are free to leave at any time. However, those who decide to join the Forces later on start out with the advantage of having learned valuable skills through Cadets. 

What we do to ensure safety?
All of our instructors and cadets receive Cadet Harassment and Abuse Prevention training to promote a safe harassment‑free environment. As well, all activities are supervised by qualified individuals who are specifically trained with safety in mind.

ADMINISTRATION
Eligibility

To be eligible for membership as a cadet one must:

1)  be a legal resident of Canada; 

NOTE: A legal resident of Canada is a Canadian citizen, a landed immigrant, or, the dependant of a person who is lawfully resident in Canada on a temporary basis for the purpose of education or employment.

2) 
provide proof of provincial health insurance coverage or equivalent;

3) 
be at least 12 years of age; 

4)
not have attained 19 years of age; 

5)
 normally be in good physical condition; 

6)
 not belong to another corps or squadron; and

7) 
be acceptable to the Commanding Officer (CO) of the cadet corps.
Documentation

The necessary documentation to enroll in the Army Cadets is included. The CF 1158 Application for Membership in the Canadian Sea, Army or Air Cadets also lists copies of documents to be submitted with the application. Additionally a photocopy of the cadets OHIP card is most helpful. Please drop these off at the Cadet Buidling.
The following week the cadet with one parent or legal guardian will come in to meet with the Commanding Officer and sign the actual application forms.

The timetable to be followed for enrolment will be as follows:

Week 1 ‑ 
The individual attends to see if they are interested in the training offered at the Corps. If they are, they take home this package to review with their parents.  Complete and return the documents listed above.

Week 2 ‑ 
The individual completes and return the documents listed above and submits them to the Corps Administration Officer.

Week 3 ‑ 
The individual and their parent(s) come into the Cadet Building to see the Commanding Officer and sign the actual Application forms.

Week 4 ‑
Uniforms will be issued after the Application forms are completed. This will be completed as soon as possible depending on the number of individuals to be outfitted.
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